
  
 

This Novena is offered to you from the Josephite Fathers for use in parishes or communities in honor of the Year 
of St Joseph. Please use it and copy it as you wish and celebrate it anyway you think appropriate. The quotations 
for the founder of the Josephites have been slightly adapted for general use in parish communities.                             
The first half of each day changes (The Founders words and Gospel text) the rest remains the same. The final day 
focusses on the scripture from the Mass of St Joseph the Worker.  
Each novena day takes about 7-10  mins and can easily be used at the end of a Morning Mass 
 
It uses a simple, day by day format. 

• An exhortation on St Joseph from the founder of the Josephite Fathers.  
• A short Gospel text for reflection.  
• A short pause for reflection 
• A prayer to Joseph our Protector 
• Traditional prayers and short Litany 
• A final prayer 

Prayer for the Year of St Joseph 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only on; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became a man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself as a Father and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,  
and defend us from every evil.  

                  Amen.                                                                        Pope Francis 
 

A note on St Joseph, the Josephite Fathers and their Founder. 
The Josephite Fathers were founded by Canon Constant Van Crombrugghe in Belgium in 1817 for the education of 
Youth and support of their families; The Josephites came to California in 1963.  
The Founder took St Joseph as their patron because of the qualities he exhibits in the gospels as a dikaios, “one 
who always chooses to do the right thing” (sometimes translated as an honest man, an upright man, a righteous 
man). Joseph is a man who, as a good Jew, follows the law but interprets it through the lens of always seeking to 
do good. (Hence his desire to divorce Mary informally and thereby saving her from the full penalties of the law). 
Sometimes the law can be harsh. It needs to be interpreted so that justice is tempered with mercy. Josephites are 
called to be “Instruments of mercy in the hand of God”, taking Joseph as their model, protector and Father, always 
seeking to do the good thing no matter the situation or people involved. Joseph is not just a model for the Josephites 
but for all Christians.  
 

All but the scripture quotations and quotations from Patris Corde  are © The Josephite Fathers and are 
free to copy in the year of St Joseph. 
Any enquiries about this novena or the Josephites please contact Fr Aidan-Peter Rossiter CJ, Vicar General 
of the Josephites, and Pastor at St Louis de Montfort parish, Santa Maria, CA               aidanpeter@sldm.org 

NOVENA IN HONOR OF  
SAINT JOSEPH 
THE WORKER 

Ikon of  
St Joseph, Father in the Shadows. 
Josephite Seminary, Santa Maria CA. 



 

FIRST DAY 
 

1. Quote from the Founder of the Josephites:  
“Concerning the glorious offices with which God honored St. Joseph, the rare examples of 
humility, wisdom, patience, fidelity, obedience and submission that he gave us must inspire 
us with a high idea of his holiness and a great devotion to him. Honour this saint, especially 
by the faithful imitation of his excellent virtues, turn to him with confidence in all your needs, 
and inspire this confidence in others. Saint Theresa assures us that she never asked for 
anything in his name that she did not obtain”. 
 

2. Gospel:  
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has 
conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name 
him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.” (Mt 1:20-21). 

 
3. Pause for reflection.  
 
4 Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron and Protector. 
 St. Joseph, you who were the protector of the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ, we ask you also 
to be our protector and father. Through your prayers, keep us from all evil. Intercede for us before God 
so that each day we may receive the confidence and strength to know and love him more and more, so 
that we may accomplish the tasks he has given us in this world. We ask this in the presence of your 
adopted son Jesus who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
5. Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 
6. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work  Pray for us 
 
7. Final Prayer:  
 
 God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. Confident in 
the power of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days before his 
feast day as the patron of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the dangers 
of the coronavirus that has held us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in our 
community. May our return to full, active and conscious participation in the Liturgy of our churches 
renew us in heart, mind and spirit. May all who have lost work soon find it, and may those in work be 
diligent in their labors to rebuild an economy that supports their families and all members of society. 
Accept, God of all goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the one who was the 
earthly father of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 
  



SECOND DAY 
 
1. Quote from the Founder of the Josephites:  

“Let us intercede with our patron saint in order to obtain light and strength for all the 
members of the family of the Church that boasts of having at its head the one who had the 
honour of working for the education of the Saviour of the world. I expect all to redouble their 
zeal so that St. Joseph will be pleased with them and that they deserve new favours. Above 
all, ask for an increase in faith, hope and charity”. 

 
2. Gospel:                                                                                                                                                

"When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife 
to  his home and, though he had not had intercourse with her, she gave birth to a son; and 
he named  him Jesus." (Mt 1:24-25). 
 

3 Pause for Reflection. 
 
4. Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron and Protector. 
 
 St. Joseph, you who were the protector of the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ, we ask you also 
to be our protector and father. Through your prayers, keep us from all evil. Intercede for us before God 
so that each day we may receive the confidence and strength to know and love him more and more, so 
that we may accomplish the task he has given us in this world. We ask this in the presence of your 
adopted son Jesus who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
5. Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 
6. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work  Pray for us 
 
7. Final Prayer:  
 
  God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. 
Confident in the power of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days 
before his feast day as the patron of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the 
dangers of the coronavirus that has held us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in 
our community. May our return to full, active and conscious participation in the Liturgy of our churches 
renew us in heart, mind and spirit. May all who have lost work soon find it, and may those in work be 
diligent in their labors to rebuild an economy that supports their families and all members of society. 
Accept, God of all goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the one who was the 
earthly father of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 
  



THIRD DAY 
 
1. Quote from the Founder of the Josephites:  

“We praise and thank the Lord for all the graces he has given to St. Joseph. We venerate with 
great pleasure this earthly Father of Jesus, our special Protector and custodian of our family. 
We will be amazed at the greatness that God has given to St. Joseph and the many graces we 
have received through his intercession. Let us have good courage and great trust in the help 
of our powerful Patron. Let us celebrate his feast day with faith and hope for all that is useful 
in Christ. Let us love the one whom Jesus loved and let us follow in the footsteps of the one 
who educated Jesus, who so sincerely sought God in everything”. 

 

2. Gospel:  
" After they had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, 
take the child and his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, 
because Herod intends to search for the child and do away with him’. So Joseph got up and, 
taking the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod 
was dead." (Mt, 2, 13-14). 

 

3 Pause for Reflection. 
 

4. Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron and Protector. 
  St. Joseph, you who were the protector of the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ, we ask 
you also to be our protector and father. Through your prayers, keep us from all evil. Intercede for us 
before God so that each day we may receive the confidence and strength to know and love him more 
and more, so that we may accomplish the task he has given us in this world. We ask this in the presence 
of your adopted son Jesus who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

5. Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 

6. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work  Pray for us 
 

7. Final Prayer:  
  God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. 
Confident in the power of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days 
before his feast day as the patron of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the 
dangers of the coronavirus that has held us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in 
our community. May our return to full, active and conscious participation in the Liturgy of our churches 
renew us in heart, mind and spirit. May all who have lost work soon find it, and may those in work be 
diligent in their labors to rebuild an economy that supports their families and all members of society. 
Accept, God of all goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the one who was the 
earthly father of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 



FOURTH DAY 
   
1. Quote from the Founder of the Josephites::                                                                                                                                                              

  “As the feast of our patron saint approaches, I would like to address a few lines directly to you to 
remind you that we have great reasons to honour St. Joseph and to do what is in our power to attract 
the eyes of the God of mercy to our religious family. We have so many and such great temporal and 
spiritual needs; we must try to obtain from our august Patron what we have not been able to obtain 
for ourselves. Independently of what each one of us must ask for himself in particular, I ask for an 
increase in faith, hope and charity for all of us. Join me in prayer and make every effort so that you, 
[your families and parishes] may feel the effects of your courageous deeds and wise steps, especially 
during the octave of St. Joseph. I give you my paternal blessing with all my heart”. 

 
2. Gospel: 

“After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, 
take the child and his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill 
the child are dead’. So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, went back to the 
land of Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea 
he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he 
settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through the prophets were to be 
fulfilled: ‘He will be called a Nazarene.’" (Mt 2:19-23). 

 
3 Pause for Reflection. 
 
4. Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron and Protector. 
  St. Joseph, you who were the protector of the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ, we ask you also 
to be our protector and father. Through your prayers, keep us from all evil. Intercede for us before God so that 
each day we may receive the confidence and strength to know and love him more and more, so that we may 
accomplish the task he has given us in this world. We ask this in the presence of your adopted son Jesus who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
5. Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 
6. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work   Pray for us 
 
7. Final Prayer:  
  God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. Confident in 
the power of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days before his feast day as 
the patron of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the dangers of the coronavirus that 
has held us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in our community. May our return to full, 
active and conscious participation in the Liturgy renew us in heart, mind and spirit. May all who have lost work 
soon find it, and may those in work be diligent in their labors to rebuild an economy that supports their families 
and all members of society. Accept, God of all goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the 
one who was the earthly father of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 
  



FIFTH DAY 
1. Quote from the Founder of the Josephites:  

“Saint Joseph is not only our Special Protector but also a great model that we can follow with 
confidence. Study diligently this beautiful model. Remember his admirable chastity, his gentleness, his 
humility; with what respect and love he worked for the divine child entrusted to him. The children 
whom the Lord entrusts to your care are also very precious; they are the price of the blood of the divine 
Jesus who was born of Mary. And this God the Saviour declares that it is to him that you will do what 
you did to the least of men. Never allow yourself to do anything that is dictated by sorrow or by anger. 
For it would be as to Jesus Christ that you would say hard things or show a face that is troubled by 
passion. I beg you, therefore, to ask for humility and gentleness through the intercession of our good 
and powerful Patron”. 

 
2. Gospel: 

 “Now at this time Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be taken. This 
census – the first – took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to his own 
town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to 
Judaea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and line, in order to be 
registered together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there the time 
came for her have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them at the inn”. (Lk 2:1-7) 

 
3. Pause for Reflection. 
 
4. Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron and Protector. 
  St. Joseph, you who were the protector of the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ, we ask you also 
to be our protector and father. Through your prayers, keep us from all evil. Intercede for us before God so that 
each day we may receive the confidence and strength to know and love him more and more, so that we may 
accomplish the task he has given us in this world. We ask this in the presence of your adopted son Jesus who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
5. Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 
6. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work   Pray for us 
 
7. Final Prayer:  
 God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. Confident in the power 
of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days before his feast day as the patron 
of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the dangers of the coronavirus that has held 
us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in our community. May our return to full, active and 
conscious participation in the Liturgy renew us in heart, mind and spirit. May all who have lost work soon find it, 
and may those in work be diligent in their labors to rebuild an economy that supports their families and all 
members of society. Accept, God of all goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the one who 
was the earthly father of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 



SIXTH DAY 

1. Quote from the Founder of the Josephites:  
“I hope very much that through the intercession of our good St. Joseph we will obtain many graces this 
month. This month we must strive to do everything in honour of our Holy Father. Let us not be afraid 
of work and pain. His holy grace will help us when the will is good. May all families, all religious, and 
all clergy faithfully fulfil their duties during this month and show St. Joseph signs of love so that they 
may be helped in their endeavours. Continue with zeal and confidence to honour our august Patron 
throughout this month. You will certainly derive spiritual and temporal benefits for yourselves and for 
those whom the good Lord has entrusted to you”. 

 
2. Gospel:  

“Every year his parents used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve 
years old, they went up for the feast as usual. When they were on their way home after the feast, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents knowing it. They assumed he was with the 
caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they went to look for him among their relations 
and acquaintances. When they failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem looking for him 
everywhere. Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the doctors, listening to 
them, and asking them questions; and all those who heard him were astounded at his intelligence and 
his replies. They were overcome when they saw him, and his mother said to him, ‘My child, why have 
you done this to us? See how worried your father and I have been, looking for you.’ ‘Why were you 
looking for me?’ he replied ‘Did you not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But they 
did not understand what he meant.” (Lk 2:41-50) 

 
3 Pause for Reflection. 
 
4. Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron and Protector. 
  St. Joseph, you who were the protector of the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ, we ask you also 
to be our protector and father. Through your prayers, keep us from all evil. Intercede for us before God so that 
each day we may receive the confidence and strength to know and love him more and more, so that we may 
accomplish the task he has given us in this world. We ask this in the presence of your adopted son Jesus who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
5. Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 
6. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work   Pray for us 
 
7. Final Prayer:  
  God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. Confident in 
the power of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days before his feast day as 
the patron of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the dangers of the coronavirus that 
has held us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in our community. May our return to full, 
active and conscious participation in the Liturgy  renew us in heart, mind and spirit. May all who have lost work 
soon find it, and may those in work be diligent in their labors to rebuild an economy that supports their families 
and all members of society. Accept, God of all goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the 
one who was the earthly father of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 



SEVENTH DAY 
 
1. Quote from the Founder of the Josephites:  

"I never cease to commend to our Saint Patron all those whom God has entrusted to our care. 
May we see during this month that those of our people who have departed from their [labors] 
may return to them. This is the heartfelt cry of your devoted father in Jesus Christ. I make it 
my duty to commend you to the divine Savior and to your patron saint so that this month you 
may become someone who lives according to the heart of God, and that you may become a 
good instrument of his mercy and faithfully fulfil the views of heaven". 

 
3. Gospel:  

He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled 
today even as you listen’. And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the 
gracious words that came from his lips. They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’  (Lk 4:20-23) 

 
3 Pause for Reflection. 
 

4. Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron and Protector. 
  
 St. Joseph, you who were the protector of the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ, we ask you also 
to be our protector and father. Through your prayers, keep us from all evil. Intercede for us before God 
so that each day we may receive the confidence and strength to know and love him more and more, so 
that we may accomplish the task he has given us in this world. We ask this in the presence of your 
adopted son Jesus who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
5. Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 
6. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work  Pray for us 
 
7. Final Prayer:  
 
 God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. Confident in 
the power of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days before his 
feast day as the patron of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the dangers 
of the coronavirus that has held us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in our 
community. May our return to full, active and conscious participation in the Liturgy renew us in heart, 
mind and spirit. May all who have lost work soon find it, and may those in work be diligent in their labors 
to rebuild an economy that supports their families and all members of society. Accept, God of all 
goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the one who was the earthly father of your 
son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 



EIGHTH DAY 
 
1. Quote from the Founder of the Josephites:  

As the feast of St.Joseph the Worker approaches and we commence the month of May 
dedicated to Our Blessed Mother, “I like to believe that you will receive new favors and that 
you will do your utmost to keep these marks of God's goodness for you. I like to believe that 
our patron saint will have be pleased with us during this month and that he will obtained 
many graces for us. Let us try to keep these blessings for ourselves and use them according to 
the merciful views of our God". 

 
2. Gospel:  

" When Jesus had finished these parables, he left the district; and, coming to his home town, 
he taught the people in their synagogue in such a way that they were astonished and said, 
‘Where did the man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? This is the carpenter’s 
son, surely? Is not his mother the woman called Mary, and his brothers James and Joseph and 
Simon and Jude? His sisters, too, are they not all here with us? So where did the man get it 
all?’ And they would not accept him. (Mt 13-53-56) 

 
3 Pause for Reflection. 
 

4. Prayer to St. Joseph, Patron and Protector. 
  St. Joseph, you who were the protector of the Incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ, we ask 
you also to be our protector and father. Through your prayers, keep us from all evil. Intercede for us 
before God so that each day we may receive the confidence and strength to know and love him more 
and more, so that we may accomplish the task he has given us in this world. We ask this in the presence 
of your adopted son Jesus who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

5. Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 

6. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work  Pray for us 
 

7. Final Prayer:  
  God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. 
Confident in the power of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days 
before his feast day as the patron of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the 
dangers of the coronavirus that has held us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in 
our community. May our return to full, active and conscious participation in the Liturgy renew us in 
heart, mind and spirit. May all who have lost work soon find it, and may those in work be diligent in their 
labors to rebuild an economy that supports their families and all members of society. Accept, God of all 
goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the one who was the earthly father of your 
son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 



NINTH DAY: SHORT BIBLICAL VIGIL (for a.m. or p.m.) 
 

Introduction 
 

At first glance, Joseph appears in the New Testament as an episodic, unimportant character: not once 
does he open his mouth to say what he thinks, to give an opinion or advice. Eternally silent, it is in the 
third person that his questions and worries are suggested. There is every reason to believe that Scripture 
wants Joseph's silence to better highlight the people he is called to protect: Mary and Jesus. 
Yet, despite this silence and the discretion it signifies, Joseph is a great figure in the history of salvation. 
Spouse of the Virgin Mary and descendant of David, it is he who transmits to the Son of God the 
messianic title of "Son of David". Moreover, it is Joseph who, in the eyes of the society of his time, is the 
actual father of Jesus, he who educates him and transmits to him all the cultural and religious heritage 
proper to every true Jew. The Son of God is thus, socially and sociologically, truly the son of the carpenter 
of Nazareth. 
This particular role that Joseph played in the life of Jesus is what justifies the place he occupies in 
Christian devotion, a devotion that dates back to the early years of Christianity and has continued to 
develop. Many lives have achieved holiness by taking St. Joseph as a model, inspired by his essential 
virtues of faith, justice, humility and total surrender to God's will. 
We belong to the Church that is placed under the patronage and protection of St. Joseph. It is both a 
grace and a mission. Pope Francis is always thankful for the many graces bestowed upon the Church and 
upon himself as pontiff., we should be too. Our devotion to St Joseph is also a mission; that of living in 
the image of St. Joseph, with his trusting faith, his humility, the service of the least ones. It is also a 
mission to make him known and loved by others. 
All this cannot be properly accomplished outside of prayer and meditation on Scripture. This is why we 
will conclude our novena with this short biblical vigil, the texts of which are taken from the Mass on the 
feast of St Joseph, husband of the Virgin Mary. 
 

1.  Hymn or Psalm of your choice 
 

2.    First Reading   Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24 
   
  Brothers and sisters: 
  Over all these things put on love, 
  that is, the bond of perfection. 
  And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, 
  the peace into which you were also called in one Body. 
  And be thankful. 
  And whatever you do, in word or in deed, 
  do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
  giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
  Whatever you do, do from the heart, 
  as for the Lord and not for men, 
  knowing that you will receive from the Lord 
  the due payment of the inheritance; 
  be slaves of the Lord Christ. 
 
 
 
 



3. RESPONSORIAL PSALM          Ps 90: 2,3-4,12-13,14 and 16    . 
 
 R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 
  Before the mountains were begotten 
  and the earth and the world were brought forth, 
  from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 
  You turn man back to dust, 
  saying, "Return, O children of men." 
  For a thousand years in your sight 
  are as yesterday, now that it is past, 
  or as a watch of the night. 
 R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 
  Teach us to number our days aright, 
  that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
  Return, O LORD! How long? 
  Have pity on your servants! 
 R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 
  Fill us at daybreak with your kindness 
  that we may shout for joy and gladness all our days. 
  Let your work be seen by your servants, 
  and your glory by their children. 
 R. Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 
 

4. ALLELUIA          Ps 68:20 
 Blessed be the LORD, day by day, 
 God, our salvation, who bears our burdens. 

 
5. GOSPEL          Matthew 13:54-58 

  Jesus came to his native place and taught the people in their synagogue. 
  They were astonished and said, 
  "Where did this man get such wisdom and mighty deeds? 
  Is he not the carpenter's son? Is not his mother named Mary 
  and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? 
  Are not his sisters all with us? Where did this man get all this?" 
  And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, 
  "A prophet is not without honor except in his native place and in his own house." 
  And he did not work many mighty deeds there 
  because of their lack of faith. 

 
5.  Silence 
 
6.  Spontaneous intentions 
 
7.  Three Hail Marys,  Our Father,  Glory be to the Father...  [Prayer for the year of St Joseph] 
 
 
 



8. Short Litany of intercession 
  St Joseph, Universal Patron of the Church  Pray for us 
  St Joseph, patron of fathers    Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guardian of families   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, the worker and provider   Pray for us 
  St Joseph, guide for all who seek work  Pray for us 
 
9. Final Prayer:  
 
 God our Father, we thank you for giving us St. Joseph as our Patron and Protector. Confident in 
the power of intercession with which you have endowed him, we dedicate these nine days before his 
feast day as the patron of workers. May we look forward to a vibrant parish life, free from the dangers 
of the coronavirus that has held us back from being your agents of mercy, justice and peace in our 
community. May our return to full, active and conscious participation in the Liturgy renew us in heart, 
mind and spirit. May all who have lost work soon find it, and may those in work be diligent in their labors 
to rebuild an economy that supports their families and all members of society. Accept, God of all 
goodness, the supplication presented to you in our name by the one who was the earthly father of your 
son Jesus Christ our Lord. He who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

St Joseph, Pray for us. 
 
 

Pope Francis writes in Patris Corde, the Apostolic Letter calling for the Year of St Joseph, the following : 

“Every day, for over forty years, following Lauds I have recited a prayer to Saint Joseph taken from a nineteenth-
century French prayer book of the Congregation of the Sisters of Jesus and Mary. It expresses devotion and trust, 
and even poses a certain challenge to Saint Joseph:” 
 

“Glorious Patriarch Saint Joseph, whose power makes the impossible possible, come to my aid in 
these times of anguish and difficulty. Take under your protection the serious and troubling 
situations that I commend to you, that they may have a happy outcome. My beloved father, all 
my trust is in you. Let it not be said that I invoked you in vain, and since you can do everything 
with Jesus and Mary, show me that your goodness is as great as your power. Amen.” 

 
            A JOSEPHITE PRAYER FOR ALL WHO LABOR 

O Joseph, 
model for all who labor, 

Pray to God with us. 
It is an honour to use the gifts 

and to develop the talents he has given us 
May his grace strengthen us 

to work with order and patience, 
thankfulness and joy. 

We pray that we may strive 
dutifully and conscientiously 

to fulfil our tasks, 
that all our accomplishments 

may benefit others and serve their needs. 
Then may the Lord crown our efforts 

at the hour of our death, 
that we may join you in praising him forever.   Amen 


